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Tough Times
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Transit Targeted



Madness



Madness



Meanwhile……..



Tough Act to Follow



Tough Act to Follow



GOP Efforts to Gut IIJA



Same Old Story



Debate Underway



Bill Status

• Expires September 30

• House marked up bill late May

• Senate behind

• Likely short extension

• Who will be in charge in 2027?



Issues 

• Safety 

• Funding

• Workforce Development

• Labor policies (13c)

• Autonomous buses*



ATU Proposal



Separate bills introduced
Goal: Inclusion in surface bill

How did we do?



Issue #1 - Assault



Off the Charts

• IIJA reporting requirements paying off 

• NTD: 16,000 assaults per year – just workers

• More than 40 per day



NTD - National Data
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Transit 
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Day

2025 3,073 8,113 2,160 1,884 397 27 210 3 15,867 43.47
2024 3,151 8,909 1,657 1,730 421 15 250 1 16,134 44.20
2023 2,309 6,138 1,162 1,281 344 5 238 3 11,480 31.45



Getting Republican Attention



DOT Pressuring APTA systems



Systems on Notice



Pressure



Finding Common Ground 



New ATU Bus Workstation Bill 



Gold Standard



Every Face Tells a Story
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How Did We Do?

BUILD America 250 Act

BUS DRIVER SAFETY WORKING GROUP

DOT establishes group to review:

(A) transit bus design and safety standards; 

(B) transit agency practices and protocols relating to the retrofitting and 
procurement of transit buses with workstation barriers to protect 
operators from the risk of assault 



MEMBERSHIP—

(A) transit bus manufacturers, 

(B) rural transit agencies;

(C) urban transit agencies;

(D) transit bus workers;

(E) transit bus maintenance technicians;



BUILD America 250 Act
(3) Working Group Duties 

(A) evaluate workstation barrier designs, including factors relating to—

(i) the airflow and ventilation of fully enclosed workstation barrier 
designs;

(ii) barrier testing, manufacturing, installation, 

(iii) the safe egress of operators and passengers in the event of an 
emergency;

(iv) the accessibility of workstation areas for operators with disabilities 
when such barriers are installed



Duties

(v) costs – new buses and retrofits 

(B) solicit feedback from transit agencies and operators that use barriers 

(C) review other options, like TV monitors

(D) consider retrofits

(E) Report to Congress



How did we do?



Retrofits



FY 2027 Appropriations



Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority

Year

Non-Major 
Physical 

Assaults on 
Operators

Non-Major 
Non-Physical 
Assaults on 
Operators

Non-Major 
Physical 

Assaults on 
Other 
Transit 

Workers

Non-Major 
Non-Physical 
Assaults on 

Other 
Transit 

Workers

Major 
Physical 

Assaults on 
Operators

Major Non-
Physical 

Assaults on 
Operators

Major 
Physical 

Assaults on 
Other 
Transit 

Workers

Major Non-
Physical 

Assaults on 
Other 
Transit 

Workers

Total 
Assaults on 

Transit 
Workers

Assaults per 
Day

2025 155 342 163 15 7 0 7 0 689 1.89
2024 300 852 51 28 17 0 6 0 1,254 3.44
2023 333 733 12 9 15 0 1 0 1,103 3.02



How did we do?

ATU secures $10 million in FY 2027 THUD bill for retrofits

70k plus fixed route buses in service



On to the Senate: Agency 
Letter Campaign



Agency Signatures
Sacramento Regional Transit District (SacRT)
Jefferson Transit
Rhode Island Public Transit Authority
Citylink
EMBARK
Riverside Transit Agency
Hampton Roads Transit
VIA Metropolitan Transit
Capital District Transportation Authority
IndyGo

Maryland Transit Administration
RATPDEV, USA
YCat/Ratpdev
Rock Region Metropolitan Transit Authority
RATP DEV USA/ASHEVILLE RIDES TRANSIT (ART)
Rock Region Metropolitan Transit Authority



Issue #2 Safety (PTASP)
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How Did We Do?
BUILD America 250 Act 

Maintains labor-management safety committees - NO CHANGES



Issue #3 Safety (Transit 
Ambassadors)



Safety (Transit Ambassadors)



Safety (Transit Ambassadors)



How Did We Do?
BUILD America 250 Act 

Operating assistance for:

(A) fare enforcement/evasion

(B) police

(C) *hiring “transit support specialists”

  



Crime Prevention

TRANSIT SUPPORT SPECIALIST DEFINED.— An individual who may be a 
non-sworn officer and is adequately trained to carry out a variety of 
duties designed to improve the security of public transportation 
systems through the known presence of such individual within a public 
transportation system, including physical presence aboard vehicles, and 
through engagement with the public.

FTA funding a new job classification

Opportunity for ATU to grow



Issue #4: Workforce 
Development





How did we do?
BUILD America Act codifies Transit Workforce Center (TWC)

Funded at least at level of NTI

Focus: Worker recruitment, retention

Labor-management apprenticeships



Training



How did we do?

Mixed bag

Bill eliminates Lo-No program

However, training requirement do transfer

But 5% level remains unchanged



Issue #5: Autonomous Buses
Most contentious transit issue in surface bill

Unions split



AV Buses 





Republican proposal
Prohibit states  from requiring a human operator on board ADS-
equipped commercial motor vehicles









How did we do?
BUILD America:

Republican preemption language dropped

Bill requires a human driver on:

ØSchool buses

ØHazmat vehicles

BUT NOT TRANSIT



Issue #6: Funding (Operating 
Assistance)



Funding (Operating 
Assistance)



Issue #7: Section 13(c)








