


2026 potential battleground (31 states)



Election margins are so small, 

2024 Federal Races Margin of victory Union members and family 
who did not vote

3 closest Republican 
House wins 7,000 26,000

20 closest House races 
(11 Dems and 9 Repubs) 116,000 250,000

3 closest Senate races 

(PA, MI, WI) 
63,000  493,000

the union vote can make the difference



Workers trust unions more than either political party

Trust 
(Percent of workers saying Quite a Bit or Some)

Of workers that don't trust 
either political party, 51% still 
trust labor unions.
• 25% trust unions but not 

Democrats
• 40% trust unions but not 

Republicans

Question text: Below are some groups. For each, please indicate how much you trust them overall – quite a bit, some, just a little, or not at all?

AFL-CIO & David Binder Research, National Worker Survey, August 7-18, 2025, 
Total n=2473 MoE +/- 2.8%



1 in 4 registered voters are pro-union Republicans

➔ 61% of Republicans and 58% 
of Trump-voters have a 
positive view of unions

➔ Pro-union Republicans 
outnumber all Independents 
as a share of the electorate

➔ Trump-voters who identify as 
working class are 6.3 points
more likely to support unions

Share of registered voters

AFL-CIO 2024 Post-Election Survey; March 21-25, 2025; n= 9,623



Turnout Level

Support Level High Turnout Mid Turnout Low Turnout

High Support 
1

Base, 
High Turnout

2
Base, 
Mid Turnout

3
Base, 
Low Turnout

Mid Support 
4

Persuasion, 
High Turnout

5
Persuasion, 
Mid Turnout

6
Persuasion, 
Low Turnout

Low Support 
7

Opposition, 
High Turnout

8
Opposition, 
Mid Turnout

9
Opposition, 
Low Turnout

voter targeting: Labor 2024

2, 3
GOTV 

4, 5, 6
Persuasion 



Likely / Possible

Support Level Likely Voter Possible Voter

High Support 1
Base, Likely Voter

2
Base, Possible Voter

Mid Support 
3

Persuasion, 
Likely Voter

4
Persuasion, 
Possible Voter

Low Support 
5

Opposition, 
Likely Voter

6
Opposition, 
Possible Voter

voter targeting: Simplified

CONFIRMED: We’ve Talked To 
These People

Modeled: We use algorithms 
and analytics to give us a 
predictor of behavior



Support Type

Confirmed (A) 
1,050,719 Mem+HHers

Modeled (B)
4,743,692 Mem+HHers

Support Level Likely Voter Possible Voter Likely Voter Possible Voter

High Support 
(1, 2)

1A
185,345 Members
118,610 HHers

2A
199,570 Members
179,080 HHers

1B
301,560 Members
272,730 HHers

2B
424,623 Members
499,458 HHers

Mid Support 
(3, 4)

3A
24,456 Members
15,087 HHers

4A
55,391 Members
47,172 HHers

3B
238,156 Members
219,806 HHers

4B
578,119 Members
783,365 HHers

Low Support 
(5, 6)

5A
67,131 Members
41,310 HHers

6A
65,565 Members
52,008 HHers

5B
254,792 Members
364,313 HHers

6B
255,903 Members
550,973 HHers

voter targeting: Counts Example
Universe counts within the 9 major 2022-2024 program states: 
AZ, GA, MI, MN, NC, NV, OH, PA, WI



Support Type
Confirmed (A) 

1,050,719 Mem+HHers
Modeled (B)

4,743,692 Mem+HHers

Support Level Likely Voter Possible Voter Likely Voter Possible Voter

High Support 
(1, 2)

1A
185,345 Members
118,610 HHers

2A
199,570 Members
179,080 HHers

1B
301,560 Members
272,730 HHers

2B
424,623 Members
499,458 HHers

Mid Support 
(3, 4)

3A
24,456 Members
15,087 HHers

4A
55,391 Members
47,172 HHers

3B
238,156 Members
219,806 HHers

4B
578,119 Members
783,365 HHers

Low Support 
(5, 6)

5A
67,131 Members
41,310 HHers

6A
65,565 Members
52,008 HHers

5B
254,792 Members
364,313 HHers

6B
255,903 Members
550,973 HHers

3A, 4A
Early and Continuous 
Persuasion

2B, 3B, 4B, 6B
Early and Continuous 
IDing (Priority)

1B, 5B
Early and Continuous 
IDing (Secondary)

2A
GOTV / Early and 
Continuous

voter targeting: Counts Example
Universe counts within the 9 major 2022-2024 program states: 
AZ, GA, MI, MN, NC, NV, OH, PA, WI



Average Modeled Vote 
Choice Trump Approval Congressional Ballot Choice

AFL-CIO Paid IDs, AMM; June 25-30, 2025; n= 16,463

Expected Supporters (2B) & Opponents (6B) 



Early blitz script
Script A

Q1: Cost of Living 
■ Rent/Housing
■ Healthcare
■ Groceries
■ Utilities 
■ Family
■ Wages
■ Retirement
■ Other

Script B
Q1: Generic Issue 

■ Cost of Living 
■ Threats to Individual Freedoms 
■ Political Division
■ Immigrant Justice
■ Crime
■ Job Security
■ Low Wages
■ Healthcare 
■ Border Security

Q3: Presidential Job Approval Q4: Congressional Generic 
Ballot 

Standard Survey Questions

Q1 Responses CONFIRMED



blitz POSTCARD MAILER AND LEAVE BEHIND



Labor 2026 Training
Blitz Support

https://www.mobilize.us/aflciotraining/

Virtual Workshops

● Canvass Safety and Effectiveness
● Common Sense Economics: Artificial Intelligence
● Data Management with DAIR
● Debriefing for Effective Voter Contact (New!)
● Recruiting Local Union Coordinators
● Social Media and Comms
● Volunteer Recruitment (Updated!)

In Person Workshop

● 2 Hour Political Organizing Bootcamp for Activists– Interactive deep dive into best practices for 
talking to union members and families about politics, and building your volunteer base using state 
of the art messaging with tried and true follow up techniques.

New & Updated 
Trainings



Protecting the Vote – Guardians of the Ballot Box

Ground Game: New



Labor 2026 Election Protection

Massive Voter Education & Message Framing

● motivate people to vote - “too big 
to fail”

● Inform on rights and how to vote
● Ballotready.org
● Voter registration
● 2 million “unmatched” union 

members and householders
● Trusted messengers: librarians, 

teachers, postal workers
● Coordinate with partners

Pre-Voting

Protect voters and voting

● Union Peacekeepers -> Union poll 
watcher

● EArly Voting / Mail-in Voting
● Rides to Polls / voting together
● Rapid Response and Legal Levers
● 1-800-our-vote

During Voting

Mobilize and protect vote counting & 
Certification

● Rapid response
● Ballot curing of provisional votes
● Protect boards of election
● Certification
● Legal challenges

Post-Voting

http://ballotready.org
http://ballotready.org

